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If you watch the sky for about an hour after the sun goes down, you may see some “moving stars”. But they’re not real stars. They’re man-made satellites(\ & TLE),
And the biggest of all is the International Space Station (ISS). From May to July is the best season to watch the ISS flying over the earth. And people can see it with their
eyes.

The ISS is the biggest satellite and scientists want to live on it. They think that the best way to learn more about space is to live there.

When the space station is finished, it will be like a city in space. People will stay and study there with many of the things they have at home. Laboratoties, living rooms and
power stations are being built. The ISS is the most expensive space program. Billions of dollars are being spent on it every year.

Scientists hope that the ISS will be a stepping stone for future space exploration(¥8#l). “The ISS will help us understand the human body better, explore space and study
the earth. It can help us make life on the earth better,” said Kathryn Clark, an ISS scientist.

Sixteen countries are part of the program: the US, Russia, Canada, Japan, Brazil and 11 European countries. China isn’t an ISS eounttyy but it has helped with some of
the experiments. In 2003, China sent some rice up to the ISS to find out what space would do to it.

() 1.The International Space Station
A. is really a big city in space B. is the biggest man-made satellite
C. can only help us explore space  D. is mainly built by the USA and Russia
()2.From the passage we know that . A. building the ISS is only for scientists to live there
B. scientists can do anything they like there
C. people can see the Space Station at any time
D. sixteen countries are members of the space program
() 3.The phrase “a stepping stone” probably means*
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() 4.China sent some rice up to the ISS is probably to
A. be used as astronauts’ food B. sell it to aliens
C. do some science experiments D. makeit growsbetter in space
() 5.Which of the following isn’t mentioned ?
A. China will join the ISS in the future.
B. The scientists are building liying,feoms for them in the ISS.
C. The ISS will be more useful in'thg’ future.

D. The ISS costs the'membérs of 16 countries plenty ofimoney every year.

2.

Dragohs aremnot real animals, but look like 4 combination (41A-44) of many animals such as snakes, fish and deer. They have two horns (f) and a long moustache (#1
F)./ With fantastic powers, they fly in the§ky or swim in the sea. They can make rain, too. The Chinese dragon is a symbol of strength and good luck. The emperors of
ancient China loved dragons. Their clothes were covered with pictures of dragons.

We are proud to call ourselves the “descendants (1§ \) of the dragon”. In Chinese, “excellent”people are often called “dragons”. A

number of Chinese sayings and idioms talk about dragons, for example, “Hoping one's child will become a dragon,” which means hoping he or she will be successful.

It is said that people born in the Year of the Dragon have certain characteristics. They are creative, confident, brave and quick-tempered. There are some
famous*““dragons”who have done excellent things, for example, Deng Xiaoping, the famous businessman Li Jiacheng and the movie star Zhao Wei. They are all very
successful.

There are also some traditional festivals about dragons in China, such as Dragon Head — Raising Day and Dragon Boat Festival. We have different kinds of activities to
celebrate them. These two festivals come every year, but the Year of the Dragon comes every twelve years. It was the year of the Dragon five years ago.

The dragon is very important in Chinese culture. As the“descendants of the dragon”, it is necessary for us to know the views on dragons in our culture. It can help us

understand why our parents always want us to be“dragons”.
RIBEXAR, BEFEHER.
() 1. What does the Chinese dragon symbolize?
A. A combination of many animals.B. Chinese sayings and idioms.
C. Traditional festivals. D. Strength and good luck.

() 2. In the passage, the underlined sentence “Hoping one’s child will become a dragon. ” meansin Chinese.



