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1. 　　　　　　　　 　　　　 　　　　 　 　　

 “Hurry and finish breakfast, honey,” I urge my daughter. “We have some new music to learn today.”

The sun is not up, yet here we sit on the piano bench, mother and daughter, welcoming the new day in some.

“Are your fingers in a good position?” I gently instruct.

Blue eyes rolling, 7-year-old Emily sighs before repeating the song, adding a little “forte（强音）” to stress that this she does hit correct note.

“Be careful not to be too hard on her,” I tell myself. “Stress the positive and make it fun.”

“That was much better!” I say.

I think back to my own mother, 30 year ago, sitting beside me as I practiced the piano before sunrise. We were 6:30 people, meeting in the early morning each day.
Despite （尽管）working a second-shift job and getting only six hours of sleep, Mon never missed a practice session (训练课). Her instruction was always
subtle (巧妙的), her gentle manner filling me with love.

I give Emily a hug. She plays not perfectly at first, but eventually with much harmony and rhythm.

“Let’s play it again, Mom!”  Emily’s eyes, the same pair that were rolling with frustration(挫败)just 20 minutes earlier, are now lit with the glow (光辉) of achievement. I,
too, feel a love between generations strengthened years earlier on a piano bench in the early light of day.

“Mom, you should have heard her play at the concert!” I say. “She didn’t miss a note!” It is a week later, and I’m feeling the need to praise my young musician. I know
exactly whom to call first.

“Well, of course she did a great job! You tell Emily that Grandma is proud of her. And don’t forget to give her a big, sweet kiss.”

Hanging up the phone, I walk into my bedroom, checking that the alarm is set for the next morning. We are, as we always have been, 6:30 people, mother and daughter,
playing our instrument of love.

21. At first, it seemed that Emily______.

A. was very sleepy.

B. was in high spirits.

C. felt a bit upset.

D. showed great interest in music.

22. During the morning practice session, the author reminded herself to________.

A. be strict with her daughter.

B. be patient with her daughter.

C. be proud of her mother.

D. be thankful to her mother.

23. Who does the underlined word “We” in Paragraph 7 refer to?

A. The author and her daughter.

B. The author and her husband.

C. The author and her teacher.

D. The author and her mother.

2. 　　　　　　　　 　　　　 　　　　 　 　　

Here, we have picked out the most interesting 4 of Time  magazine’s 25 “ Best Inventions of the Year” to share with you . Let’s have a look.

Talk Gloves

Ever felt confused by the sign language used by disabled people? Here is the “helping hand” you need , Four Ukrainian students have created a pair of gloves that helps
people with hearing and speech problems communicate with others. The gloves are equipped with sensors (感应器) that recognize sign language and translate it into text
on a smartphone. Then the smartphone changes the text to spoken words.

Google Glasses

In short, Google Glasses are like a computer built into the frame of a pair of glasses With its 1.3-centimeter display, the glasses allow you to surf the Internet and make
phone calls without even lifting a finger. All you have to do is tilt (倾斜)your head to move the mouse on the screen. The glasses also have a camera and GPS mapping
system ,Users can take and share photos, video-chat, check maps and surf the Internet.

Indoor Clouds

It’s not Photoshop . That’s a real world, Dutch artist Berndnaut Smilde managed to create a small but perfect white cloud in the middle of a room using a fog machine,
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