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When I was a child, I often dreamed of the time when I could leave home and escape to the city. We
lived on a farm, in the winter especially, we wear quite out off from the outside world. As soon as\] left
school, I packed my bags and moved to the capital.

However, I soon discovered that one big disadvantage is money. It costs so much to go.out, not to
mention basics like food and housing. Another disadvantage is pollution. I suffer from\asthma(® ),
and the air is so bad that I am afraid to go outside. Then there is the problem oftraveling round.
Although I have a car, I seldom use it because of the traffic jams. One choice 15.to 'go by bicycle, but that
can be quite dangerous.

Of course there are advantages. First, there is so much to do in the city, whatever you tastes in culture
or entertainment(%% 5K #&31). Besides, there are wonderful jobs and-greater chances of moving to a more
important job or position. Finally, if you like shopping, the variety.of goods is very surprising --- and ,
what is more, shops are often only a short walk away.

Is life better then, in the city? Perhaps it is , when you are in your teens(<}*JL%* )or twenties. However,
as you get older, and especially if you have small children, the peace of'the countryside may seem
preferable. I certainly hope to move back there’soon.
1.What was the writer always thinking about when he was a child-?

A. Staying on the farm. B. Leaving home for the'city.

C. Moving to the countryside, D. Running away from the school.
2. Which of the following is true.about the writer?

A. He lives in the city now. B. He1sin good health.

C. He prefers driving a‘ear: D..He is very old now.

3. In the passage, the writer tries tg — .

A. persuadethe reader to livesin the eity B. describe his life in the countryside

C. show an interest in the outside world D. express his opinions about way of life
4. How 1s'the passage mainly developed?

A/ By inferring. B. Bydisting examples. C. By comparing. D. By discussing.

Beliefs form a big part of our lives. Successful people have always believed that they can be and will be
successful in their lives, such as Michael Phelps. Many of us have seen Michael Phelps win 8 gold medals
in a single Olympic Games. That has created a history for himself. Many people have admired his
success and the first reaction in their mind will be, “Wow, how I wish I could be like him!”” Have you
ever wondered what brought him success?

In fact, anyone can achieve what they have wanted to achieve. It is about beliefs. Everyone is a born
winner. It is this belief that drives an individual to be successful in his or her own field. All successful
individuals have strong beliefs and it is one of the bases for their success. If we start to believe in
ourselves, the things that we can achieve will definitely give us a pleasant surprise.

Other than having a strong belief, it is the attitude that drives the individual to create their own history.



