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Zoos give people a chance to get close to animals from every continent in the world. But zoos that offer more than just a chance to see animals are worth visiting.
Singapore Zoo
At Singapore Zoo, enjoy breakfast while a family of orangutans (#£%&) sits nearby enjoying theirs. A zookeeper tells the breakfast crowd about each member of the
family. Or join the Wild Discoverer tour for a detailed look at some of the animals.
Bronx Zoo
The Bronx Zoo in New York City houses 6,000 animals. Those who want to sleep with zebras (B 5) have a chance at this zoo. Special overnight journeys allow families
to camp out on the zoo grounds and meet some amazing animal guests.
Taronga Zoo
The Taronga Zoo in Sydney, Australia offers special animal contact. Visitors can see a koala up close, feed a giraffe or hold a reptile. For those who, want to learn what
it’s like to work at a zoo, Taronga offers a “Keeper for A Day” program for anyone over 18 years old.
San Diego Zoo
At Southern California’s San Diego Zoo, animals live in natural-looking areas. Wildlife photography (#%%) lovers can take a class*to lear the secrets of photographing
animals. The zoo offers people opportunities to meet a lion or feed a rhino. The zookeepers also teach people how to talk to'the animals so they will talk back.
[ 1] Where can you breakfast with orangutans?
A. At Bronx Zoo. B. At Taronga Zoo.
C. At Singapore Zoo. D. At San Diego Zoo.
[2] The “Keeper for A Day” program is intended for .
A. animal protectors B. wildlife researchers
C. adults working with keepers D. adults interested in keepers’ life
[3] At San Diego Zoo, you can .
A. sleep with lions or rhinos
B. join the Wild Discoverer tour
C. camp out overnight on the zoo grounds
D. have a better communication with animals
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We’ve got two dogs, Roxie and Cosita. My childhood memories are full of the,cats ‘we’ve loved, fromemy,dad’s/cat, Bandit, to our beloved white cat Cecelia, whose
gray fur formed a perfect heart shape across her stomach. But since our last cat friend, Sunny the-erange cat,\died too young, we’ve been cat-less. The sudden loss of
Sunny was hard to move on from, especially for my mom.
This year, Mom finally thought she was ready for a new kitten. It was @l she wanted for herbirthday ‘on June 16. “Roxie and Cosita need a new friend!” she said. In the
week leading up to her birthday, something happened. She started to hear a kitten’s meow ("Il 7) in the garage. Every time she went in and out of the garage, she could
hear the soft cries but couldn’t tell the exact positionofithe sound. She asked my dad if he heard it too. He only shrugged (#J8). At last, Mom’s birthday was arriving.
She kept her fingers crossed, hoping for a kittef.
Over the past week, my dad had heard the kiften’S\meow every time he walked past mi§ mom’s car. One day he opened the hood (%) of the car, and a yellow kitten
stared back at him. How in the world didshie get there? And where did she’gonie from? Dad didn’t know, but he fed the kitten every day, waiting for the day he’d give her
to Mom.
The little kitten was such a perféct birthday gift, and Dad even didn’t need_to leave the house to find her for my mom’s happy birthday! When it came time to name our
new furry friend, we took inspirafioi front'a song famously performed=by Wilson Pickett and called her “Sally”.

[ 1] What was difficult.for Mot t¢' forget?
A. The young orange'‘cat’s death.
B. The moving of one of her friends.
C. The sudden death of the cat Bandit.
D. The heart shapeactoss Cecelia’s stomach.

[2Y Whatgift did Mom hope for?
A. Angw car. B. A little cat.
C. Alittle dog. D. A new cassette.

[31 What can we learn about Sally?
ArDad hid her in Mom’s car.
B. Sally was bought for Mom.
C. Sally was named after a song.
D. Mom received her ahead of the birthday.

[4] What would be the best title for the text?
A. A new home for Sally B. My pet friends in memory
C. My mom’s happy birthday D. An unexpected birthday gift
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Megan McDonald is the writer of the popular Judy Moody and Stink books. McDonald, the youngest of five girls, grew up in a suburb outside of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. I talked with her for our magazine recently. Here are some questions I asked and her answers to them.

Q: What was the inspiration for your characters Judy Moody and Stink?

A: My original inspiration came from growing up with so many sisters.

We grew up in a family of readers and storytellers. I had all these funny stories about my sisters that I wanted to tell. The first Judy Moody book probably has the most
stories that came from my childhood. After that, Judy and Stink really took on a life of their own. Everyone knows a “Judy Moody” in his/her life.

Q: Who are some of your favorite authors and what are some of your favorite books?

A: Beverly Cleary with the Ramona books. Harriet The Spy by Louise Fitzhugh was also a really important book for me growing up. And now, I would say that one of
my most favorite authors is Katherine Paterson. I love her book called The Great Gilly Hopkins. Gilly is so individual, strong-minded and willful. She’s not always
perfect. Judy Moody was sort of inspired by that character. I love that book.

Q: What advice do you have for kids who want to write books?



