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My Favourite Books
Jo Usmar is a writer for Cosmopolitan and co-author of the This Book Will series( % %1l )of lifestyle books. Here she picks her top reads.
Matilda
Roald Dahl
I once wrote a paper on the influence of fairy tales on Roald Dahl's writing and it gave me a new appreciation for his strange and delightful words. Matilda's battles with
her cruel me parents and the bossy headmisres, Miss Trunchbull, are equally fumy and frightening, but they're also aspirational.
After Dark
Haruki Murakami
It’s about two sisters-Eri, a model who either won’t or can’t stop sleeping, and Mari, a young student . In trying to connect to her sister. Mari staits changing her life
and discovers a world of diverse “night people” who are hiding secrets.
Gone Girl
Gillian Fynn
There was a bit of me that didn't want to love this when everyone else on the planet did but the horror story is brilliant. There's, tension and anxiety from the beginning as
Nick and Amy battle for your trust. It's a real whodunit and the frustration when you realise what's going on is horribly enjoyable
The Stand
Stephen King
This is an excellent fantasy novel from one of the best storytellers around. After a serious flu outbreak wipes out 99.4% of the world's population, a battle unfolds
between good and evil among those let. Randall Flagg is one of the scariest characters ever.
[1] Who does "I" refer to in the text?
A. Stephen King. B. Gillian Flynn.
C. Jo Usmar. D. Roald Dahl
[2] Which of the following tells about Mari and Eri?
A. Cosmopolitan. B. Matilda.
C. After Dark. D. The Stand.
[3] What kind of book is Gone Girl?)
A. A folk tale. B. A biography.
C. A love story. D. A horror story.
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Facial expressions carry meaning that is determined by situations and telationships. For example, in American culture (3 4t) the smile is in general an expression of
pleasure. Yet it also has other uses. A woman’s smile at a police officer does not carry the'same meaning as the smile she gives to a young child. A smile may show love
or politeness. It can also hide true feelings. It often’causes confusion ([ 2) across cultures. For example, many people in Russia consider smiling at strangers in public
to be unusual and even improper. Yet many Americans smile freely at strangers in public places (although this is less common in big cities).Some Russians believe that
Americans smile in the wrong places; some Amerieans believe that Russians don’t smile enough. In Southeast Asian cultures, a smile is frequently used to cover painful
feelings. Vietnamese people may tell a sad story but end the story with a smile,
Our faces show emotions (1&/&), But we Shotld ot attempt to "read" people from another culture as we would "read" someone from our own culture. The fact that
members of one culture do not€xpressitheir émotions as openly as doymembers of another does not mean that they do not experience emotions.
Rather, there are cultural differentes”in the'amount of facial expressions permitted. For example, in public and in formal situations many Japanese do not show their
emotions as freely as Ameticans do,/When with friendsg Japanese and Americans seem to show their emotions similarly.
It is difficult to generalize-about, Americans and facial expressiveness because of personal and cultural differences in the United States. People from certain cultural
backgrounds in the United,States seem to be mere facially expressive than others. The key is to try not to judge people whose ways of showing emotion are different. If
we judge accordingito our own cultural habitsy wemayymake the mistake of "reading" the other person incorrectly.

[ 1] What doé$ theSmile usually mean in{America?
A.Love. B.Roliteness.
C.Joy. D/Thankfulness.

[ 2]’ The author mentions the smile of the Vietnamese to prove that smile can ___ .
Alshow friendliness to strangers
BBt used to hide true feelings
C.be used in the wrong places
D.show personal habits

[3] What should we do before attempting(3 i) to "read" people?
A.Learn about their relations with others.
B.Understand their cultural backgrounds.
C.Find out about their past experience.
D.Figure out what they will do next.

[4] What would be the best title for the test?
A.Cultural Differences
B.Smiles and Relationship
C.Facial Expressiveness
D.Habits and Emotions
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Earth's next superpower

The following countries have been sitting on hidden talents. And now they're about to fly.

NIGERIA (J& HF3E)

Nigeria says it pumps out as much oil as the other two oil-producing countries,Kuwait and Iraq. All this oil is cycling cash into the Nigerian economy and creating
extremely rich businessmen. Analysts say that if Nigeria can improve its schools and technology, it could balloon into the world's 13th largest economy by 2050, right



