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1. 　　　　　　　　 　　　　 　　　　 　 　　
In Europe, many people make friends between their countries through town twinning. Town or city
twinning means two towns in different countries agree and decide to become “twins” with a sister city
relationship.
The people find pen friends in the twin town. They exchange newspapers and stamps. The school
teachers discuss teaching methods with the teachers in the twin town.Officials visit the twin town for
celebrations.Ordinary people travel to the twin town,too,but not very often if it is far away.
Sometimes,schools even exchange their classes for two or three weeks! For example, German middle
school students study for a while at the school in their twin town in Britain, staying with British families. A
few months later, their British friends come to study in Germany.
Many British towns are so pleased with the results of the twinning that they set out to find more than one
twin town!
Tonbridge, a small town in Kent, for example, has twin towns in both Germany and France. Richmond
near London has relationships with Germany, France and even a town in a Balkan country!
Town twinning can help make friends. It helps students improve their language skills,and also helps
people to understand the differences between nations.
【1】Twin towns develop .
A.between European countries and China B.in the English-speaking countries only
C.in the same country D.between different countries
【2】How many countries are mentioned in the passage?
A.4. B.5. C.6. D.7.
【3】One of the advantages of town twinning is .
A.to earn more money B.to set up schools
C.to improve students’ language skills D.to develop industry and agriculture
【4】Which is the best title for the passage?
A.Town Twinning B.Friendly Towns
C.Exchanging Teachers and Students D.Peace and Understanding

2. 　　　　　　　　 　　　　 　　　　 　 　　
Driving to a friend’s house on a recent evening,I was attracted by the sight of the full moon rising just
above my friend’s rooftops.I stopped to watch it for a few moments,thinking about what a pity it was
that most city people,myself included,usually miss sights like this because we spend most of our lives
indoors.
My friend had also seen it.He grew up living in a forest in Europe,and the moon meant a lot to him then.It
had touched much of his life.
I know the feeling.Last December I took my seven-year-old daughter to the mountainous jungle of
northern India with some friends.We stayed in a forest rest-house with no electricity or hot water.Our
group had campfires outside every night,and indoors when it was too cold outside.The moon grew to its
fullest during our trip.Between me and the high mountains lay three or four valleys.Not a light shone in
them and not a sound could be heard.It was one of the quietest places I had ever known,a bottomless
well of silence.And above me was the full moon,which struck me deeply.
Today our lives are filled with glass,metal,plastic and fibre-glass.We have
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