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Eleven years ago, the world as I knew it ended. My husband of 19 years was diagnosed with terminal
cancer. Over the course of seven months, Bill went from beating me silly at tennis to needing my help to

go to the bathroom. It was the best seven months of my life.

Maybe I don't actually mean that. But it was certainly the time when I felt' most alive. I discovered that
the minor complaint of an annoying co-worker, or a flat tire pales in comparison with the beauty of
sincere laughter, or the smells of a bakery. There were moments of joy, faughter, and tenderness. After
Bill's diagnosis and brain surgery I found clinical trials and talked to_doetors in Texas, Pennsylvania, and

New York. It gave me a sense of purpose.

In the latter days, being Bill's caregiver also meant being, fully present fot/as many moments of
everyday as possible. During his last weekend, we had dinner togethers Later, ja relative visited. I noticed
that she'd changed her appearance, and not in a ggod way. It was the'kind of thought I'd usually keep to
myself. Just then, Bill voiced exactly what I'd been thinking, i thattruthful way he had, and I found
myself laughing out loud.

1 thought I could look after this man forever. However; he would be dead in four days.

Eleven years later, I hayen'tstarted a foundation te cure cancer. I haven't left the news business to get
a medical degree. But every day, I try to again'bé the person I became during those seven months. I try to
be a little less judgmiental, a little more forgiving and generous. I am a better person for having been Bil's
caregiver. It was his-ast, best gift to-me.

(1) What4s'trde about herhusband?

A.'Hewas ‘a poor tennis player. B. He had to talk to doctors in different cities. C. His brain
didn’t function well because of the surgery. D. He had to be accompanied mostly during his
illness.

(2) What does the underlined word" pales" in Paragraph 2 mean?

A. Proves unavoidable. B. Seems less important. C. Tums whiter than usual. D.

Becomes more significant.

(3) What is the best title of the passage?

A. A Caregiver's Hard Work B. My Loving Husband C. The Best Time of My Life
D. The Greatest Gift to Me
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A Japanese company has created a" smart" mask that aims to improve communication for people

wearing face coverings to prevent the spread of CoVID-19.



